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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT, SANDY GOLDSTEIN

W H A T ’ S I N S I D E ?

THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF NBC/UNIVERSAL’S
LEASE AT THE RICH FORUM

The lease between the Stamford Center for the Arts and
NBC/Universal is a bright ray of sunshine in what has
been a dismal economic year for the downtown. Producing
the Springer, Povich and Wilko shows at the Rich Forum
will have numerous economic benefits to businesses
throughout the city.  However, most significantly, along
with several other initiatives, it will allow the SCA to
begin its long climb from bankruptcy to solvency and

give the Center the ability to present an engaging entertainment schedule at the
Palace Theatre in the fall. The return of an active theatre program is necessary for
both the cultural vitality of our city and the economic viability of our downtown
restaurants. According to Arts & Economic Prosperity, the publication for the 

national research organization Americans for the Arts, theatre attendees spend an
average of $22.87 per person on food as a result of their ticket purchase, excluding
the cost of the ticket. Even a year of modest attendance of 150,000 patrons would
result in $3.4 million spent. The downtown restaurateur is certainly looking
forward to such a strong business stimulus.  However, the lease has many
additional benefits to offer our city.

The most compelling impact of producing three national network shows in the
downtown starts with the creation of 200+ well paying jobs.  These jobs will
include everything from producers to production assistants, from travel agents to
accountants and on and on. Many of these jobs will be available to area people.
Some of the jobs will be filled by employees relocating from Chicago to Stamford;
some of whom are already looking for home rentals or purchase. When these new
hires assume their positions, they will be integral parts of the downtown five days
a week----and more if they live here, availing themselves of all the downtown has
to offer.  Before production begins in August, the Rich Forum will be renovated
to accommodate the new tenants who will spend a minimum of $3,000,000 on
infrastructure build-out to accommodate the three shows.  The Forum will be
brought back to SCA standards upon lease termination.  The build-out dollars
will be a healthy source of revenue to the local contractors, HVAC professionals,
phone companies, carting companies, painters, and rug cleaners. (These are just a
few of the sectors which will be involved in the initial phase of the project.)

There will be between 100 and 125 production dates. Each show has between 10
and 18 guests appearing on it.   Hence, several thousand guests a season will
arrive in Stamford via local limousine or cab services.  They and certain members
of the production team will require hotel accommodations (3000+/- hotel nights),
will eat in local restaurants and shop at our stores. They will require baby sitting
services, hairdressers, $1000 in dry cleaning weekly as well as beauty and cosmetic
services.  One hundred and fifty audience members attend each show.  These
patrons are fed pizza each day which amounts to an astounding 5,000 pizzas a
season.  (You do the math on that one!)  In addition, these audience members will
then have the opportunity to explore more of what the downtown has to offer.
Local TV prop houses and video production companies will be called upon to
work for the shows, as will party supply rental companies, art supply stores and
lighting equipment rental houses. The production companies will also need
caterers, fruit and gift basket suppliers, florists, bottled water, computers, office
supplies, and printing services. 

We at the Stamford Downtown Special Servcies District (DSSD) recognize the
importance of the production of these shows to Stamford’s economy.  At a time of
deep recession, when business is down by double digits, bringing multi-millions
of dollars into the community will go straight to the bottom line of many small
Stamford companies. The DSSD is extending a welcoming hand to the producers
who are working feverishly to get everything ready for an August “shooting” date.
Certainly, this lease between NBC/Universal and SCA represents a true stimulus
package for Stamford Downtown and the rest of the city.
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Because of the phenomenal growth of our Alive @ Five concert series and the increased costs
of bringing extraordinary talent to the event, the DSSD has had to initiate important changes.
Please note:

Things you should know before you go!
1. You must be 21 and older to get into the concert area after 6:30 pm. Proper I.D. is required to

enter. If you are under 21 or want to bring your young family to the concert, you are most welcome
to attend and enjoy the concerts as long as you come into the concert area before 6:30 pm. (Anyone
under the age of 21 will not be allowed in after 6:30 pm.)  If you are under 21 and arrive prior to
6:30 pm, you are welcome to stay for the whole concert.

2. There will now be a $5.00 entrance fee at the gate.  This fee is essential in order to continue
bringing national talent to the Alive @ Five stage.  Children aged 12 and under are free, but must
enter the concert area before 6:30 pm.

3. There will be one main entrance with multiple entry portals located on Main Street just east of
Clarke and Lower Summer Streets.  This main gate is conveniently located near the Bell Street,
Summer Street and Stamford Town Center Garages.  The concert area will be fenced in and there
will be no other points of entry, as is the case at most concert venues.  

4. Restricted Items: Attendees cannot enter with coolers, glass containers, alcohol, exotic pets, video cameras
or tape recorders. Backpacks and large bags are subject to police search.  Please leave them at home.

Make sure you designate a driver if you are drinking or ask at any
beer bar for a cab. We will be happy to get you a ride home.

Have a great time and we will see you on June 25th for Smash Mouth!

ALIVE @ FIVE - NEW SEASON! NEW SHOWS! NEW RULES!

www.stamford-downtown.com

Sugar Ray – August 6Smash Mouth – June 25

June 25 Smash Mouth
July 2 Gilby Clarke from Guns N’ Roses
July 9 Better Than Ezra

July 16 Tonic
July 23 Josh Gracin American Idol 2003
July 30 Bo Bice American Idol 2005

August 6 Sugar Ray

The DSSD is thrilled to announce a new season sure to rock Columbus Park with an amazing series of
musical talent.  There’s lots of new information to tell everyone about, but first here’s the line-up.

Published by:
Stamford Downtown Special Services District
Five Landmark Square, Stamford, CT 06901-2704
Tel: (203) 348-5285 Fax: (203) 348-6857
www.stamford-downtown.com
Publisher: Sandy Goldstein Editor: Annette Einhorn

This year there’s a new look to Alive @ Five including a new Food Court that will feature new
restaurants which will join the Columbus Park sidewalk cafes.  All concerts start at 5pm in
Columbus Park, Stamford.

Visit the Event Calendar page at www.stamford-downtown.com 
The first 100 respondents will win free admission 

to the June 25th Smash Mouth Concert.
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Visit the Stamford Downtown Blog –
http://stamforddowntownevents.blogspot.com/
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Mangiare come famiglia! – “Eat as if you were family”
Now there’s no need to venture all the way to Arthur Avenue or to New York’s Little Italy when
you can get authentic Italian imports and favorite dishes at the new Esposito’s Delicatessen located
at 80 Atlantic Street in Stamford Downtown.  The Esposito family along with Executive Chef
Mario Moreno bring a taste of Italy to Landmark Square.  Using true old world ingredients
prepared with loving care, favorite Italian dishes such as paninis, specialty salads, soups, sauces &
seasonal specialties including desserts are prepared daily.  “All our bread including the Focaccia
bread is delivered every day from Arthur Avenue,” explains owner Chris Esposito.  Chris and his
wife Jacki are Stamford residents with a second well established business on McGee Avenue called,
The Toy Store of Connecticut, specializing in exotic cars.

Edible Arrangements  
Celebrating her third year anniversary at
300 Main Street, owner, Myrca Dufour
Perrelli, invites you to come into her unique
store, Edible Arrangements and take a peek at
the latest creations for Mother’s Day and
other special occasions.  Visit
www.ediblearrangements.com 
or call 203-921-1885

Art in Public Places
– Roam Around
There will be animals adorning the
streets of Stamford Downtown this
summer as forty-seven sculptures are
placed throughout the District. Roam
Around, Art in Public Places, features
sculptures by twenty renowned
artists from across the country, all of
which will be on display throughout
the Downtown and at the Stamford
Town Center, June through August,
2009.

For more information or a map of
exhibit locations, please call the
DSSD at 203-348-5285 or check our
website at www.stamford-
downtown.com in mid May.

Spotlight on Restaurants & Retailers 

BUtterfield 8 - Liz Taylor resurrects the Temple Bar... 
The popular Midtown Manhattan restaurant and lounge - BUtterfield 8, will open at 112 Bedford Street in
May.  Named after Liz Taylor’s 1960 Academy Award winning film, Butterfield 8, the restaurant will occupy
10,000 square feet on two levels of the historic Bedford Street building. Stunning Tiffany chandeliers, wide-
grain walnut floors, a 45 foot granite bar, Brazilian chestnut paneled walls and soft brown leather booths &
banquettes complete the sophisticated midtown Manhattan look.  A 90 seat main dining room and a 30 seat
private dining room are complemented with outdoor patios in both the front and back of the restaurant,
offering al fresco dining during the warm weather months. The second floor boasts two unique private party
spaces and a lounge. BUtterfield’s cuisine can best be described as “upscale American comfort food,” filling
the void between traditional pub fare and the American steakhouse.

Transportation Center Display 
The DSSD thought it would be a good idea to offer complimentary Stamford Downtown materials to commuters and travelers
who use the Stamford Transportation Center. Because the Stamford Downtown Special Services District is a non-profit
organization and was offering general information about Stamford Downtown, the CT DOT approved its request to set up two
information display cases.

Throughout the year the District will offer free Stamford Downtown information for commuters available at their fingertips right
at the station!  They can pick up an annual Stamford Downtown Directory, which includes all Downtown restaurants, retail and
consumer services or the latest copy of the Stamford Downtown Dining Guide, which includes current listings of all Stamford
Downtown restaurants, cuisine served, price range and location on an easy-to-read map.  Future information will include Merchant
of the Month, upcoming events such as Art in Public Places, Alive @ Five Concert series, and the UBS Parade Spectacular.

Display cases are located on the lower level, next to the cash machines and on the upper level just left of the ticket booth.

Executive Chef Mario Moreno, Jacki Esposito and Chris Esposito

Giraffe - Joe DeMarco Deepavali - Denis Curtiss Change of Direction  - Darrell Davis First Born - Kent Ulberg

Daniyyel 
with Dog - 
Boaz Vaadra
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WELCOME BUFFALO WILD WINGS!
Buffalo Wild Wings, winner of scores of "Best
Wings" and "Best Sports Bar" awards, opened its
newest location in Stamford on Saturday, April 18th.
"We couldn't be happier to be part of the Stamford
Downtown community," claims Mark Lichocki,
General Manager for Buffalo Wild Wings, who
invites everyone to visit his new location at 208
Summer Street.     

2009 SUMMER EVENTS
FRENCH MARKET

June through November, 2009
Bedford at Forest Street-Saturdays

Our expanded Farmers’ Market brings a taste of Paris to
Stamford Downtown with vendors offering the freshest fruits,

vegetables, flowers, baked goods and more! 

ART IN PUBLIC PLACES – Roam Around
Sculpture Exhibit in Stamford Downtown

June-August, 2009
Each year Stamford Downtown hosts a distinguished outdoor
sculpture exhibit designed to attract both local and regional

audiences. The works of art will be placed on the sidewalks and
parks of Stamford Downtown as well as the 

Stamford Town Center.

ALIVE @ 5 OUTDOOR SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
Thursday Evenings, June 25 through August 6, 2009

5:00 pm, Columbus Park
For seven Thursday evenings this summer, Stamford Downtown
will be the happening place with live music from national and

regional headliners.  Restaurants and nightclubs surrounding the
park will come out onto the streets and serve patrons on their
expanded patios.  What a perfect after work place to party and

listen to music!
See page 2 for exciting line-up and new rules.

POPS IN THE PARK
July 8, 15, 22, 2009 

6:30 pm, Columbus Park
Join us on three Wednesdays in July for a spectacular Pops in the

Park Series beginning on July 8 with the Stamford Symphony
Orchestra with Maestro Eckart Preu. Please visit www.stamford-

downtown.com after May 15 for more information.

STAMFORD DOWNTOWN STREET BEAT
Wednesday Evenings, July 29 and August 5, 2009 

6:30 pm throughout Stamford Downtown
This new program will feature Pop, Classical or Jazz acoustic street

musicians performing on street corners throughout Stamford
Downtown.  Auditions will be held on May 11, 4-6 pm at the

Ferguson Library. Please contact the DSSD 
for more information.

STAMFORD TABLES 
SUMMER RESTAURANT WEEKS

August, 2009
Stamford Restaurant Weeks is a great way to celebrate the summer
of 2009 with specially priced menus.  Information will be available

at www.stamford-downtown.com during the summer.

GRAND SUMMER NIGHT, DINE AROUND
Wednesday, August 12, 2009

Organized by the “Friends of Stamford Downtown,” this annual
fund-raiser salutes fine dining in Stamford Downtown. Money

raised supports acquisition of permanent outdoor sculpture in the
Downtown.  Call 203-348-5285 for an invitation.

ARTS & CRAFTS ON BEDFORD
September, 12 &13, 2009

Shop at over 100 craft and artisan boutiques on Bedford Street,
which will be closed to traffic for the weekend. 

Dine at our extended sidewalk cafés.

I-SHOP
Stamford
Downtown
DSSD is proud to
present the new 
I-Shop Stamford
Downtown

premium discount
card available in May. 20,000 FREE

cards will be distributed in May to those living,
working and interested in enjoying Stamford
Downtown.  The card was created by a group of
downtown merchants in conjunction with DSSD to
help remind you to...

“Think locally” - when you are considering 
where to make purchases

“Buy locally” - when often
“Act locally” - by supporting our 

Stamford Downtown businesses

When you present the I-Shop Stamford Downtown
card at any of the 50+ participating businesses, you
will automatically receive a 10% discount or
alternative premium.  Log on to www.stamford-
downtown.com to register to use your card and to
view participating merchant’s offers.  Remember -
every time you use your card (valid through October
31, 2009) you are helping yourself and Stamford
Downtown businesses, so enjoy!!

Residential Happy Hour
On March 24, 2009, fifty Stamford Downtown
residents were invited to a cocktail party hosted by
the DSSD and Mitchell’s Fish Market.  The party,
enjoyed by all, was held to promote DSSD’s
upcoming events and some of the new programs such
as the I-Shop Stamford Downtown premium discount
card being launched in May.
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